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Reflection Paper 
 
 Through the various activities of this course, I have come to a fairly deep 
appreciation of instructional design, especially as it relates to my work as a classroom 
teacher.  Utilizing a “systematic and reflective process of translating principles of 
learning and instruction into plans for instructional materials, activities, information 
resources and evaluation” (Smith &Ragan, 2005, p.4), instructional design takes what 
can be a somewhat esoteric idea and gives it form and direction.  The process itself 
allows a designer or educator to analyze a learning situation in a structured fashion and 
create a focused lesson to address that situation.   Metaphorically, I think it is apt to 
compare instructional design to how a golfer approaches a hole (or a round) of golf.  
 In approaching a learning scenario, an instructional designer might utilize a 
model such as the ADDIE model to guide their design.  A golfer, or at least any golfer 
who wishes to play up to their potential, follows a very similar process.  As the golfer 
stands on the tee, he analyzes the situation before him.  Analysis of the layout of the 
hole, the yardage, hazards that await, the conditions that surround him and his own 
skills level is similar to analyzing a learning situation to determine what needs there are, 
what problems need addressing and prerequisites that may be present or needed.  
Upon completion of the analysis, the golfer begins to design a plan by picking yardages 
and targets for each shot he hopes to play.  This focus on specific objectives is much 
like a designer creating the learning objectives they wish to meet. 
 With objectives in mind, a golfer then begins to take things to the next stage by 
selecting a club, rehearing the swing needed and establishing a proper alignment and 
stance for that particular shot.  The designer progresses by creating the materials and 
the content that will be needed to meet the objectives of the lesson.  With objectives in 
mind and the physical materials (clubs or learning content) in hand, the plan is set into 
motion and golf shot or lesson is implemented. 
 All along the way, the golfer is evaluating his situation to make sure his goals are 
useful and his club and target choices are the correct ones.  Upon completion of the 
hole, a golfer does a review of his work.  Learning from experience, the golfer takes the 
lessons from each hole on to the next.  Perhaps the wind is stronger than expected or 
his ball is moving a bit right to left.  Through evaluation, adjustments may be made and 
the results may be improved.  In instructional design, formative and summative 
evaluation of the work is just as necessary.  A review of each of the steps and the 
lesson as a whole allows the designer to improve any aspects of the lesson that seem 
to be not quite up to par.  
 As a classroom teacher of many years, I am all too familiar with the process of 
designing lessons that seem to meet a need only to discover that there was no such 
need or the plan was flawed.  I had never given much formal thought to the process, but 
rather approached my classes with the same attitude of a recreational golfer hitting the 
links- aim in the approximately right direction and swing away.  There was direction, but 
not enough focus to make the most out of what I was doing.  That is the major change 
to my approach to teaching that this class has brought about.  This project specifically, 
allowed me to work the entire process step-by-step to develop a plan from start to finish.  
As a classroom teacher, my planning time is still very scarce, but I do plan to dedicate 
some of that time to developing my lessons in a more systematic way.  In addition, as I 
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transition from a classroom teacher to an educational technologist, the use of these 
methods will be all the more important as I try to teach new ideas to those who will 
implement them in classrooms.   

I chose a project on blogs because of this last point.  It seemed to be a general 
enough tool that I could learn the process of design in such a way that I could then 
adapt it towards other technologies that I may teach to colleagues in the very near 
future. As I wrap up my experience in this class, I am very aware of the fact that I am 
going to be a better teacher for having learned to formalize the process of lesson 
development. 
 
Reference:  

Smith, P. L. & Ragan, T. J. (2005). Instructional Design: Third Edition. Hoboken, NJ: 

John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 
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Part 1. Topic 
 

1a. Goal statement  
Upon completion of a 2-3 hour seminar supported by virtual lessons, a group of 

high school teachers from various disciplines will be able to set up a class blog and 
write and publish a blog post that explain 3-5 ways that blogging can enhance 
instruction of their particular discipline. 
 

1b. Audience description  
The intended audience for this instruction is a group of high school teachers that 

have limited exposure to the use of blogs or limited understanding of the application of 
blogs for educational purposes.  As a group, many have heard of and may have visited 
blogs, but the procedure for setting one up is foreign and may be intimidating. 
 
1c. Rationale 

Over the past twenty or so years, a transformation has been occurring in terms of 
the ways the people are able to learn.  While many of the traditional means of learning 
are not necessarily outdated, blogging has seen rapid growth and the benefits of 
blogging as a way of learning are becoming more apparent.  In addition, blogs have 
been simplified to allow users to organize and present material in a number of different 
ways.  As the needs of students move more towards the constructive use and 
application of technology and collaborative learning, the need for teacher’s to be 
schooled in their use becomes more urgent.  The oft cited fact of the matter is, however, 
that many teachers are not using the technology that they have access to.  While many 
reasons for this may be offered, this unit of instruction is designed around the idea that 
if teachers know a bit about the topic, in this case blogging, they are more likely to 
explore the technology and, ideally, embrace it as an educational supplement to their 
teaching. 
 
The learning strategy of this instruction is 90% supplantive and 10% generative.  The 
main core of the unit is supplantive in that it is assumed that the learners (in this case 
the teachers) will likely not have extensive prior knowledge on how to use a blog for 
educational purposes.  The task itself is a well-defined step by step process to 
familiarize the learner with the process of creating and writing a blog.  The 10% 
generative learning stems from the idea that the learners will, ideally, be making 
connections with their own discipline they had not made before.  With the understanding 
of the ‘how’ of blogging, they can then begin to make the connections to ‘why’ this is an 
effective educational tool. 
 
The major strategy for the project is instruction leading to learning procedure, as 
described by Smith and Ragan. The process itself falls somewhere in between a simple 
and complex process.  As the blogger works through the creation of a blog post, certain 
tasks are fairly defined- opening a new post, adding a title and the like.  Other tasks, 
such as whether to add a picture or video or adding links and references, are decisions 
the learner makes as the blog progresses.   
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Part 2. Analysis Report 
 

2a1: Needs assessment survey  

The following survey was designed to assess the need for the unit.  The survey 
covers areas ranging from practical (access to computers and Internet) to personal 
(attitudes towards educational technology). 
 
Needs Assessment Survey (on surveymonkey.com) 

 

 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/3H8HX9J
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2a2: Needs assessment data  
With a total of 16 respondents, the 100% of the intended learners work in 

environments that would make the use of blogs in their class possible.  That is, all had 
access to computers connected to the Internet on a regular basis.  The majority of the 
respondents have heard of blogs.  In addition, while the majority (75%) understand the 
purpose of blogs in a general sense, fewer have specific understanding of how to set up 
a blog, how to use Wordpress.com specifically or how to apply a blog in an educational 
setting.  
 
In terms of the mechanics of how to blog, the results were varied, with some 
respondents very familiar with many of the skills, and others not familiar at all.  Lastly, 
the attitudes towards inclusion of technology in educational settings indicated that the 
majority of the potential learners felt that including technology was important, but that it 
was often either not worth the effort or not done very well. 
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2b1: Learning context description 

The learners for this unit will be in-service teachers.  The lesson itself will be 
presented during a faculty in-service day in one of the schools computer labs.  The 
teachers will all be equipped with either desktop or laptop computers with broadband 
Internet access.  The instructor is a teacher or educational technologist that has 
extensive experience with technology, specifically with the use of Wordpress.com for 
blogging.  Over the 2-3 hours session, 20-30 learners will be working on individual 
computers and will self-pace utilizing video lessons.  A main computer with projection is 
used for demonstration purposes and for sharing the introductory videos. 
 
2b2: Transfer context description 

Once learned, the skill of blogging will be applied by the learners in the context of 
a classroom setting.  Each of the learners are teachers and will likely apply the skill in 
different ways.  Given the attitudes towards technology that were seen in the 
assessment, it seems that many of the learners have the desire to use technology such 
as blogging, but need to overcome the hurdles of “how” and “why”.  Given that the 
instruction addresses the “how” specifically and the “why” in a somewhat less formal 
way, the learners will likely adapt the use of blogs to their specific classroom needs 
once they feel more comfortable with the technology. 
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2c: Description of Learners 
This presentation of blogging is designed to be presented to a group of in-service 

teachers from a variety of educational settings. All have some classroom experience 
and the majority of the learners are relatively experienced educators with backgrounds 
in education or their specific field of study.  All have at least rudimentary skills when it 
comes to the use of technology and many believe that technology can improve 
educational experiences when applied properly. The fact that the learners rated the 
effectiveness of educational blogs fairly low (2.75 out of 5) indicates that the learners 
may be somewhat hesitant to apply technology to their own settings unless they feel 
fairly confident in their use. 
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2d: Task Analysis Flow Chart 
The task flow analysis chart seen below is available on bubbl.us. 

 

 
 
 
 
Part 3. Planning 

 

3a: List of instructional objectives  

1. Learner will be able to set up a blog on wordpress.com. 
2. Learner will be able to edit a wordpress profile and add a picture to the profile. 
3. Learner will be able to open a new blog post with wordpress.com. 
4. Learner will be able to add an image to the blog post. 
5. Learner will be able to  position and resize images. 
6. Learner will be able to add a hyperlink within a blog post. 
7. Learner will be able to change the blog theme (look and feel). 
8. Learner will be able to preview and publish the blog post.1 
9. Learner will be able to describe the overall purpose of a blog. 
10. The learner will be able to share three examples of the relevance of blogs to 

classroom learning. 

 
 
  

https://bubbl.us/?h=9b0e9/14524b/63YEnv9HlzTso
http://wordpress.com/
http://wordpress.com/
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3b: Objectives matrix table 

Learning Objectives 
(a) 

Bloom’s 
Taxonomy 
Classification 
(b) 

Format of 
Assessment 
(c) 

Description of 
test form (d) 

Sample items 
(e) 

Learner will be able to 
set up a blog on 
wordpress.com. 

Application Performance Observation 
with checklist 

Shared blog post (url) 

Learner will be able to 
edit a wordpress profile 
and add a picture to the 
profile. 

Application Performance Observation 
with checklist 

Shared blog profile has 
personal description and 
picture 

Learner will be able to 
open a new blog post 
with wordpress.com. 

Application Performance Observation 
with checklist 

Shared blog post (url) 

Learner will be able to 
add an image to the blog 
post. 

Application Performance Observation 
with checklist 

Shared blog post 
contains image 

Learner will be able to 
position and resize 
images. 

Application Performance Observation 
with checklist 

Shared blog post 
contains multiple images 
in different 
alignments/sizes 

Learner will be able to 
add a hyperlink within a 
blog post. 

Application Performance Observation 
with checklist 

Shared blog post 
contains hyperlink(s) 

Learner will be able to 
change the blog theme 
(look and feel). 

Application Performance Observation 
with checklist 

Shared blog has theme 
other than wordpress 
default theme 

Learner will be able to 
preview and publish the 
blog post.1 

Application Performance Observation 
with checklist 

Shared blog post has 
been published. 

Learner will be able to 
describe the general 
purpose of a blog. 

Comprehension Paper and 
Pencil 

Observation 
with checklist 

Shared blog post 
contains explanation of 
the general purpose of a 
blog 

The learner will be able 
to share three 
examples/descriptions of 
the use of blogs in 
classroom 
environments. 

Comprehension Paper and 
Pencil 

Observation 
with checklist 

Shared blog post 
contains three 
examples/descriptions of 
the use of blogs in 
classroom 
environments. 

 
  

http://wordpress.com/
http://wordpress.com/
http://wordpress.com/
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3c: ARCS Table 
ARCS Motivational Strategies Plan 

 
Project Goal Statement:  Upon completion of a 2-3 hour seminar, a group of high 
school teachers from various disciplines will be able to set up a class blog and write and 
publish a blog post that explain 3-5 ways that blogging can enhance instruction of their 
particular discipline. 
 
In the boxes below the subcategory (marked with a > symbol), please write out the 
motivation strategy that you plan / design for the lesson. You only need to complete one 
of these documents – it is done (in this case) for the goal, not for each objective. You 
should be detailed but succinct. Do not describe the area indicated, but write what the 
instructor would do. 

ATTENTION 

A.1 Perceptual Arousal 

The instructor begins the session by showing the Common Craft video “Blogs in Plain English”.  This 
short video will help to make sure that all students have at least a basic understanding of what blogs are. 

A2. Inquiry Arousal 

The instructor explains that while blogs can be seen as “news” sources, their uses are widely varied and 
they can be formed to fit many needs.  The instructor maintains attention by soliciting the learners for 
potential uses of a forum where they or their students could share “news.” 

A3. Variability 

The instructor shows a variety of teacher blogs (The Fisch Bowl, Extreme Biology, Cool Cat Teacher 
Blog) and shows the video of Will Richardson explaining the role of blogs in learning. 

 

RELEVANCE 

R1. Goal orientation 

By brainstorming ideas on blog use, the instructor can get a sense of the types of blogs learners may be 
interested in creating. 

R2. Motive matching 

As the learners begin to create their own blog, the instructor can encourage them to try different styles 
and formats in order to get inspiration for their own style of blog.  The instructor can also share links to 
blogs to help inspire ideas. 

R3. Familiarity 

As development of skill proceeds, the instructor will ask the learners questions about the potential uses of 
a blog in their own class (or life in general).  The instructor should also encourage the learners to utilize 
blogs for personal purposes, as opposed to strictly education-based purposes, explaining that they may 
be more likely to post more often and learn the in’s and out’s of blogging along the way.  The confidence 
gained through such experience will inform the use of blogs in the classroom. 

http://youtu.be/NN2I1pWXjXI
http://thefischbowl.blogspot.com/
http://missbakersbiologyclass.com/blog/
http://coolcatteacher.blogspot.com/
http://coolcatteacher.blogspot.com/
http://youtu.be/3_5F_zcOJ3o
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CONFIDENCE 

C1. Learning requirements 

The instructor should explain to the learners that blogging, both the mechanical and learning aspects, is 
highly personal and this is a case where they are free to be as creative as they wish.  In short, there is no 
wrong set-up or purpose. 

C2. Success opportunities 

The steps within the mechanical setup of the blog are highly structured allowing learners to experience 
success in the small steps along the way. 

C3. Personal control 

Because each learner will be creating their own individual blog, the will know that the style and format 
they create is their own.  They will also be writing a blog post that relates their new understanding of the 
uses of blogs in education.  This will further enable learners to see their own progress in understanding. 

 

SATISFACTION 

S1. Natural consequences 

The learners will be creating actual blogs and a blog post as the session progresses.  This, in itself opens 
the door for the meaningful use. 

S2. Positive consequences 

The instructor should provide a space for all learners to share links to their new blog (Google Doc?).  The 
instructor should encourage the learners to visit the sites and leave feedback on what they think in terms 
of either layout or the written blog post. 

S3. Equity 

The instructor should also take the time to visit the learner’s sites and comment to provide positive 
feedback (and helpful tips) about their new site.  Doing the same for blog posts created after the session 
has ended would further enhance the positive feeling created during the session. 

 
Reference: 
Keller, J. M. (1987). The systematic process of motivational design. Performance & Instruction, 26 (9/10), 

1-8. 
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Part 4. Instructor Guide 
 
Goals: Upon completion of a 2-3 hour seminar, a group of high school teachers from 
various disciplines will be able to set up a class blog and write and publish a blog post 
that explain 3-5 ways that blogging can enhance instruction of their particular discipline. 
The setup for the session should be one in which each learner is equipped with a 
computer of their own that can access the Internet.  To minimize noise, each participant 
should be given headphones to use.  The instructor should use a computer that has a 
projector system to allow group instruction of some procedures and projection of the 
videos. 
 
The task flowchart given (it is also available to learners on the Google Site) may be 
used to direct the learners once they are working individually.  The flow chart gives a 
specific flow of tasks needed to begin and develop a blog.  The instructor may choose 
to allow the students to view the introductory videos individually as well; however, group 
discussion of the ideas within the videos may be beneficial. 

 
Introduction 
Active Attention or Gain Attention 

o Begin the session by showing the Common Craft video “Blogging in Plain 
English”.  This will allow all of the learner to feel that they are at least somewhat 
informed about what a blog is and will help those more hesitant in regard to 
technology. 

Establish Purpose or Inform Learners of Purpose 

o Upon the end of the video, explain that the goal of this session is to acquaint the 
learners with the mechanics of starting a blog and making a blog post and to 
highlight some of the applications of blogs to education. 

Arouse Interest and Motivation or Stimulate Learners’ Attention/Motivation 

o Show the video of Will Richardson giving his take on blogs in 
education.  Following the video explain that blog use can be very personal and 
each person will, in time, find their own style.  There is no “wrong way to blog”, so 
learners should not worry about whether their end product is what the instructor 
hopes it will be.  The goal is to learn the steps needed to create your own style 
and gain confidence in blogging. 

Preview the Learning Activity or Provide Overview 

o The instructor should project an outline of the specific objectives of the class to 
give the learners some context of what they will be doing.  Inform students that 
they will have the checklist (online) and may work at their own pace by watching 
the tutorial videos.  each step can be demonstrated via the projector as needed. 

https://bubbl.us/?h=9b0e9/14524b/63YEnv9HlzTso
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Body 
Recall relevant prior knowledge or Stimulate recall of prior knowledge 

o Explain to the learner’s that signing-up for wordpress is much like any other sign-
up and that many of the skills they will be learning, adding images, adding 
hyperlinks, may already be familiar tasks they have encountered in other 
programs (email, Word). 

Process information and examples or Present information and examples 

 Learners are directed to the lesson site: 
https://sites.google.com/a/u.boisestate.edu/wordpressforteachers/ 

 Utilizing the learning task concept map and checklist, the instructor now guides 
the learner’s to work through the video tutorials at their own pace. 

o Each step is listed on the screen projection. 
o Screen projection may be used to highlight any concepts learner’s struggle with. 
o For addition of images and the like, learners are encouraged to search for those 

they feel are relevant, but should also be told that they can also change the post 
later. 

Focus Attention or Gain & Direct Attention 

o Once the learners seem to be developing the mechanical skills of blogging, 
examples of educational blogs can be shared as inspiration.  

o Provide links to teacher’s blogs and other blogging resources to encourage 
creativity among learners.  Alternately, you may wish to project these sites on the 
main screen. 

 The Fisch Bowl, Extreme Biology, Cool Cat Teacher Blog 

Employ Learning Strategies or Guide or Prompt Use of Learning Strategies 

o Encourage the learners to make changes to the site or to the post they are 
creating.  Explain that the end product, a blog post is not the main objective, so 
“playing” with the blog site will help them learn the process more thoroughly. 

Practice or Provide for and Guide Practice 

o Give students time to develop the theme of their blog and write their blog 
post.  Circulate to identify learners that are struggling and intervene.  

o Once they complete their post, encourage learners to share a link via Google 
Docs so that the others may visit their site and leave feedback/gain ideas for their 
own site. 

Evaluate Feedback or Provide Feedback 

https://sites.google.com/a/u.boisestate.edu/wordpressforteachers/
http://thefischbowl.blogspot.com/
http://missbakersbiologyclass.com/blog/
http://coolcatteacher.blogspot.com/
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o Once the blogging has finished, ask the learners if they experienced any 
unexpected problems during the lesson.  If there are specific issues, take the 
time to demonstrate the answer on the overhead.  

o Show the blog sites of some of the learners on the overhead and provide 
feedback on the blog post/blog site.  Allow other learners to comment as well. 

Conclusion 
 
Summarize and review or Provide summary and review 

o Review the checklist of skills that was covered during the session. 

Transfer learning or Enhance transfer 

o Encourage learners to begin a blog that is related to something that they love, as 
opposed to a strictly school based blog.  Explain that the skills they have learned 
will grow when used more often and that they are more apt to blog about their 
passion than their class as they build the new skills. 

Remotivate and Close or Provide Remediation and Closure 

o Conclude the session by encouraging the learners to continue their blog and to 
explore the internet in search of others’ blog that they might find interesting and 
informative. 

Assess Learning or Conduct Assessment Evaluate 

o Use the provided checklist to assess how well the learners were able to apply the 
skills in each objective.  (Students may fill this in along the way when they feel 
they have achieved that skill or the instructor may visit each site later to do this 
assessment themselves.) 

Feedback and Seek Remediation or Provide Feedback and Remediation 

o Because the links to the blogs were shared, learners may provide each other 
with feedback.  The instructor should make a point to visit each blog and provide 
both encouragement and feedback on the site.  
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Part 5. Learner Content 

5a: Learning materials  
 The learning materials needed for this lesson are a set of computers (one per 
learner), headphones (recommended, but not essential), overhead screen projector. 
 The lesson materials are found on the Google Sites site Wordpress for Teachers.  
This site contains embedded YouTube Videos for each set of objectives.  Students may 
work at their own pace, viewing the videos and attempting the task.  The site also 
contains the introductory videos that may be used for motivation and context, as well as 
the instructor’s guide and evaluation tools. 
 
5b: Assessment materials 
 The primary assessment for this lesson is a checklist of skills that the learner 
may use to monitor their progress.  Alternately, the instructor may choose to use the 
checklist as an evaluation tool by logging on to the student’s blog and checking for the 
necessary content (i.e., images, theme, etc.) 
 
5c: Technology tool rationale 

Laptop/Desktop Computers for Learners- Individual access to computers is 
essential to allow students to work at their own pace (if desired) and develop their 
individual blog 

Overhead Screen Projection- Projection of a main computer may be desired to 
show introductory videos (included in lesson) or to highlight/troubleshoot issues 
students are having.  This may also be used to share class blogs at the end of the 
session. 

Use of Google Sites as Home to Video Tutorials- The use of Google Sites was 
deemed necessary as a means of containing the variety of video tutorials and links 
in a central site.  The use of Sites allows users to work through videos at their own 
pace without having to navigate to multiple sites. 
 

  

https://sites.google.com/a/u.boisestate.edu/wordpressforteachers/
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Part 6. Formative Evaluation Plan 

6a: Expert review plan  
The SME, Scott Eckstein, is a colleague who uses Wordpress currently to keep a 

school related (though not educational) blog. I have chosen him because of his 
familiarity with blogs (he is familiar enough to give specific feedback on the technical 
aspects) and because of his experience in the educational setting (he is a teacher 
turned administrator). In many ways, he is ideal as an SME for this project because he 
has a history with the target audience but also has an administrative perspective. My 
hope is that this will give a balanced review of both the technical aspects of blogging 
and the presentation of the reasons for blogging. 

The following questions were presented to the SME for consideration:: 

Are the materials presented in a way that seems easy to understand? 

Are there any aspects of blogging on Wordpress that are presented incorrectly or 
seem lacking? 

Are there any topics that seem redundant or unnecessary? 

Are there any topics that you find key to blogging on Wordpress that are not 
included? 

Does the lesson strike the right balance between presenting information that may 
be useful and not pushing an agenda that some faculty may take offense to? 

6b: One-to-one review plan  
In the one-to-one evaluation, the lesson will be presented to a single colleague 

that has some knowledge, but little actual experience with blogs. The goal of this 
evaluation is to determine if the material are sufficiently put together and appropriate for 
the target audience of high school teachers. During this evaluation, my goal is to have 
the following questions answers: 

 Are all materials free of mechanical or typographical errors? 
 Do the links within the material work? 
 Do the videos within the lesson provide enough insight into the topic of blogging 

for a beginner? 
 Are the videos engaging? 
 Do the videos provide enough context of blogging to keep those familiar with the 

topic interested? 
 Are the instructions easy to understand for each step? 
 Do any steps require additional clarification? 
 Did the lesson provide enough guidance for you to meet the objectives of 

creating a blog and providing some context of blogs use in educational settings? 
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6c: Small group evaluation plan  
In this evaluation, I will use a group of 5-6 individuals that have a variety of 

experience and a variety of attitudes towards technology use. While the previous 
evaluation was more a of a trial run for my project, the small group evaluation has two 
main goals for me: 1) to determine if the skill levels of the participants are indeed in line 
with the needs assessment done; 2) to get a sense of the feelings of the participants 
towards the experience. (I am interested in this second question because at the school 
this is intended for, there has been a push to use technology and this has created a 
negative feeling in some of my colleagues. I want to create a lesson that presents the 
materials without seeming to push an agenda.) In this evaluation, I would like the 
following questions answered: 

 Did you feel the lesson was appropriate for your individual skills level? 
o If so, were there any skills that seemed redundant? 
o If not, what skills were lacking that had been assumed? 

 Was there peer-to-peer interaction during the lesson? 

 How much time was needed to complete the lesson? 

 Did the lesson leave you feeling positive, negative or neutral towards the topic? 
o If positive, what specifically made you feel that way? Did you view 

technology positively prior to the lesson? 
o If negative, what specifically made you feel that way? 
o What revisions to the materials might help keep the lesson from seeming 

to push an agenda (if this was perceived)? 

 Did the changes made following the one-to-one evaluation improve the 
experience? 

 

6d: Field trial plan 
While a field test of the lesson is desired to determine of the objectives are met 

and the lesson can be conducted on a full scale level, I am not certain this will be 
feasible. The initial objective I had was to have this lesson presented to an entire faculty 
during one or two in-service sessions. (The ultimate goal was to expose colleagues to 
the possibility of blogging within the context of their classrooms. Even as I continue to 
design towards this end, my own perception of the presentation has been changing 
from a live instructor centered lesson to a virtual series of lessons that may be used as 
new faculty members are added each year.) Given the size of my school, the small 
group evaluation actually ends up being a field trial of sorts, with the exception that the 
material will likely still be in rough form at that point. The questions answered during the 
field trial would be the same as those from the small group trial. 
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Part 7. Formative Evaluation Report 
 
7a: Evaluation survey 
The following evaluation was given to the SME for review. 

 
Creating a Wordpress Blog for Teachers: Subject Matter Expert Review 
 
The project is an instructional design project that is intended to let an instructor teach a 
group of teachers to create their own blog with the intention of them learning to apply it to 
their profession in some manner.  I have left the end goal open to allow for the fact that 
some teachers might use it for PD, some might use it for a class or some might teach 
students to develop their own blog.  The lessons are contained within videos that are 
embedded in a Google Sites Site.  The idea is to do a group introduction and then have 
teachers work at their own pace learning the steps and developing their blog.  The end 
product of the session is a blog post that relates three ways that teachers might make use 
of blogs. 
 
Please review the lesson materials found on the Google Site Wordpress for Teachers and 
evaluate them with the following questions in mind: 

 Are the materials presented in a way that seems easy to understand? 
 Are there any aspects of blogging on Wordpress that are presented incorrectly or seem 

lacking? 
 Are there any topics that seem redundant or unnecessary? 
 Are there any topics that you find key to blogging on Wordpress that are not included? 
 Does the lesson strike the right balance between presenting information that may be 

useful and not pushing an agenda that some faculty may take offense to?” 

 

 

7b: Report of expert review  
My SME generally gave very positive feedback about the lesson, the site and the 

tutorial videos.  He found the video tutorials to be “incredibly easy to follow, 
unintimidating, and accurate” and felt that there were not any glaring redundancies or 
missing content.  He did mention that when he was setting up his own wordpress 
account and learning the system, it seemed to be fairly user friendly.  That said, he did 
learn from one of the videos about an aspect of wordpress he had not used regularly 
and this made him feel the tutorials would be perfect way to overcome any nervousness 
the learner new to blogging might feel.  Some of the SME’s recommendations had to do 
with adding more clarity to the purpose of the blogs in classrooms.  He felt the 
introductory videos were good, but somewhat vague.  Other aspects of the response 
had to do with adding tutorials on video or adding analytics to the site to track visitors.  
 
7c: Designer’s response to review 
 
 Clearly, most of the feedback given was positive in nature.  My SME’s responses 
seemed to reflect the exact style I was going for in that I wanted the tutorials to be a 

https://sites.google.com/a/u.boisestate.edu/wordpressforteachers/
https://sites.google.com/a/u.boisestate.edu/wordpressforteachers/
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gateway for those intimidated by blog use.  He seemed to feel that that was the tone I 
had achieved.  That said, his comments did make me feel that the content would come 
up a bit short for those not intimidated by technology.  While I do feel that getting into 
different features would be nice, I am still happy with the idea that the learners would be 
able to spend time on more than just the mechanics of writing a blog. 
 As far as adding clarity to the purpose and potential of blogs in education, I did 
make the links to teacher’s blogs more clearly visible in the lesson by adding a page 
within the lesson site.  This makes the lesson very self-explanatory and should make 
presenting the lesson much easier for any instructor. 
 The addition of tutorials on embedding videos is one that I think is worth adding 
to the lesson and I may do just that at a future date.  It seems to me, however, that the 
use of advanced features like analytics takes the lesson beyond the scope I was 
shooting for.  It does raise the idea of a secondary lesson on taking the blog to the next 
level, but that is for a different project. 
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Part 8. Standards Grid 
Professional Standards Addressed (AECT) 
The following standards, developed by the Association for Educational Communications 
and Technology (AECT), and used in the accreditation process established by the 
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), are addressed to 
some degree in this course. The numbers of the standards correspond to the numbers 
next to the course tasks show on the list of assignments. Not all standards are 
addressed explicitly through student work. 
 

  
Assignments meeting standard in whole or part 

Standard 1: DESIGN 
 

 

1.1 Instructional Systems Design (ISD) X ID Project 

1.1.1 Analyzing X ID Project 

1.1.2 Designing X ID Project 

1.1.3 Developing X ID Project 

1.1.4 Implementing X ID Project 

1.1.5 Evaluating X Selected Discussion Forums; ID Project 

1.2 Message Design 
 

 

1.3 Instructional Strategies X ID Project 

1.4 Learner Characteristics X ID Project 

Standard 2: DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

2.0 (includes 2.0.1 to 2.0.8) X ID Project 

2.1 Print Technologies X Reading Quiz; ID Projects 

2.2 Audiovisual Technologies 
 

 

2.3 Computer-Based Technologies X (all assignments) 

2.4 Integrated Technologies 
 

 

Standard 3: UTILIZATION 
 

 

3.0 (includes 3.0.1 & 3.0.2) 
 

 

3.1 Media Utilization X (all assignments) 

3.2 Diffusion of Innovations 
 

 

3.3 Implementation and Institutionalization X ID Project 
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3.4 Policies and Regulations 
 

 

Standard 4: MANAGEMENT 
 

 

4.0 (includes 4.0.1 & 4.0.3) 
 

 

4.1 Project Management 
 

 

4.2 Resource Management 
 

 

4.3 Delivery System Management 
 

 

4.4 Information Management 
 

 

Standard 5: EVALUATION 
 

 

5.1 Problem Analysis X  

5.2 Criterion-Referenced Measurement X ID Project 

5.3 Formative and Summative Evaluation X ID Project 

5.4 Long-Range Planning 
 

 

 

 


